Ex-crew of
“bankrupt
ship must
be pald

BY DONNA BALANCIA
~ FLORIDA TODAY

Former crew members of the
Mirage | may be one step closer
to going home after a U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court cleared the way for
Ocean Club Cruises to pay them
$200,000 in back pay, their law-
yersaid T‘hursday

The ruling, reached late
Thursday in 1.5, Bankruptcy
Court for Southern District of
Florida in Miami, was part of an
agreement that entitles Ocean
Club to $500,000 in interim fi-

ncing until the company’s only

. vessel, Mirage 1, is sold, accord-
ing to Tonya Meister of the Mel-
bourne law firm of Morgan and

Barbary. Meister represents

about 60 of the 80 ex-crew mem-

bers stillin this country. All of her
clients in this case are from for-
e:g‘ncountries

On Dec. 31; Ocean Club filed

~for Chapter il protection from
‘creditors; !eavmg employees
withoul a job and na way home.

The Mirage I, where most of the
| 80 ex-crew members sleep, has

- been docked at Port Canaveral,
because of p.n injunction by the
creditors..

" Ocean Club eshm‘age._s the for-

mer crew members still in the

United" Stntes are owed

$350,000.

" Mirage 1 slarted cru:sing from

Port Canaveral in mid-May 2003,
and halted service when it filed -
for Chapter 11. It had offered
two-night cruises to Massau;
two-night cruises to Grand Ba-
hama Island; and three-night
cruises to Key West and Grand
Bahamalsland.

The bank that holds the mort-
gage on the ship will provide the
interim financing until the sale of
the property is completed. Mi-
rage lis expected tobe sold to a

Tiew owner in about 60 days,
Meister said.

“This is a great success in that
the crew members will get paid”
money they are owed, Meister
said.

Meister said it was ruled anun-
determined amount of the
$500,000 would go toward insur-
ance and other necessities for the
ship’s maintenance,

Mirage I is cavered by two in-
surance policies, both of which
are set to expire this menth un-
less payments are made. [t has
not been determined if those
payments will be made in install-
ments orin bulk payment.

According to documents filed
in the Bankruptcy Court, Ocean
Club Cruises — alse known as
Magic Cruise Line Services Co., a
Marshall Islands-based opera-
tion — owes $4.83 million to
creditors, but has assets of only
$245,943.

The ship has a maximum pas-
senger capacity of 850.m
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